Christ-centered and Faith-directed

| hope this letter finds you all doing well, and may the Lord God, the Giver of all Good Gifts, continue to bless you and keep
you. This year as we approach the changing of seasons and the days grow cooler, | encourage each of us to take a
moment to reflect on our faith. The Catholic Stewardship Renewal is a time to ask the question as we live out our life as a
disciple of Jesus Christ, “How do | make a response to all that | have received from the Lord?” Stewardship is lived from the

inside out. Each of us has been given different gifts to share with the world. It is there that the active steward begins and
from there that he or she responds.

The stewardship model provides us real and concrete pillars: the time we have been given, the talents and skills that can
be used in service to our parish and community, and the sacrificial giving we are called to offer by which we support St.
George Parish, especially in its school and charitable activities.

Time may be considered our most precious commodity and we offer it back to God in prayer. There is nothing more
special to God than you. In response to His merciful Salvation and Love, we are called each week to offer a Sacrifice of
Thanksgiving in our attendance at weekly Mass. Spending those precious moments together each week creates the
avenue by which our relationship with God becomes an ordinary part of each day and is expressed and lived out in

personal prayer, weekday Masses, the Rosary or other devotions, Scriptural reading, and sharing our Catholic faith with
others.

In acts of service, we use our time and own unique skills, experiences, talents, knowledge, and those acts of helping others
harvest meaning and joy within. The good steward looks at the parish or community with an active sight, recognizing that
we all have much to offer where much is needed. There is too much talent and too much need in our community to fear
that our efforts have no place in it. All are needed.

Finally, our sacrificial giving is where we seek to match or perhaps to approach the Biblical tithe that has long been a
practice of the disciples of Jesus Christ. This type of giving means we give to transform our work and efforts in this world.
This giving supports our brothers and sisters, our school, and our wider community. This is not a response to a budget
need. It is a response to our love of God and for all He has given us. Our function as a parish is to be responsible for the
offerings given and see that they are used effectively and efficiently to best support the mission of the Catholic Church in
Linn and surrounding areas. Just like the individual steward and parishioner, St. George Parish gives from what it receives.

In these three areas, we are called to renew our commitment to a life of stewardship in response to all that we have
received. These gifts we share are intentional, not merely symbolic, for they are the way that we truly live out our
relationship with God and interact in the world as disciples of Jesus Christ. As we approach our pledge renewals of time,
service, and sacrificial giving, | encourage you to consider giving from the best of who you are, the first fruits. In this way,
we can truly live the lite of a good steward and disciple who asks, “Having received so much from the Lord, what can I give

in response?”

In Christ,
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Fr. Colin Franklin
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